MY YEARS ON'THE STAGE
Milwaukee engagements of The Rivals I gave a dinner for the cast at The Annex. Ethel Barrymore, who was in my company at the time, was present at the dinner. Jefferson and my mother, who had seen so much of the early days of the American theatre, told a great many stories of the old days.
The following year I was playing in Salt Lake City in the road tour of Rosemary, when I received word that my mother had died at Larchmont.
At the time, Ethel Barrymore was playing with Henry Irving in London. They were rehearsing a new play. She returned to the afternoon rehearsal late, and she told Irving that she had been to send a cable; her grandmother was dead.
Irving excused her from rehearsal. "Mrs. John Drew," he said, "was the finest actress in her line that I have ever seen."
After the road tour of Rosemary^ Isabel" Irving played Dorothy part of the time. I appeared at the Empire Theatre in A Marriage of Convenience, adapted by Sydney Grundy from Un Manage sous Louis XV. I played the part of the count who falls in love with his young wife less than three days after the wedding. Isabel Irving made her first appearance as my leading lady in New York as the young countess. Of course, I had played with her often before at Daly's,venir; this custom has long since been done away with. The cup bore the name of theaal Marie by W. W. Ftntsr,
